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Economic Development Committee Discussion 
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 6:00 pm 
Village Hall 

405 Main St. Pecatonica, IL 
 
 

1. Call to Order- The discussion was called to order by Committee Chairman Kim Gipe at 6:01 pm on Wednesday, 
July 22, 2026. 

 
2. Roll call- Chairman Kim Gipe and Committee Members Jack Stroup and Michael Neville were present. Committee 

Member Jennifer Vanderjack and Trustees Heather Squires and James Green were absent.  
 
There were not enough Committee Members in attendance to establish a quorum.  

 
Also in attendance: Trustee Tanya Wurtzel, Administrative Assistant Nikki Thompson, Marjory Herbig, Joan 
Cunningham with the PIA, and Angela Larson with the Greater Rockford Chamber of Commerce.  

 
3. Review Labor Day Celebration Plans- 

 
Trustee Wurtzel let everyone know that Trustee Squires had been in contact with a representative from GASB 
about the bouncy houses and everything was set up for that. Trustee Wurtzel also informed everyone that the 
Women’s Club will be bringing the barrel train to the fairgrounds in conjunction with the Kite Day activities; she also 
said she could reach out to PSA about the dunk tank.  
 
Committee Member Stroup said he could speak with someone about the cheerleaders doing face painting again. 
Trustee Wurtzel also suggested an idea the Women’s Club had for a foam party at the fairgrounds in combination 
with the other activities being held there that day. The cost is $600 for 2 hours with an attendant.   
 
Canceling the 5k was also discussed as there has not been enough advertisement and organizing of the event.  
 

4. Discuss Corner of 4th and Main- 
 
Joan Cunningham with the PIA presented some ideas for a mural. A former art teacher who taught at Pec schools 
had done several sketches and drawings of Pecatonica that she felt would make a good option for a mural. The 
proposed location for the mural would be on the wall of the building located on the south side of the parking lot at 4 th 
and Main. The building south of Rosie’s was also suggested for a mural. Angela Larson suggested having a “call for 
artists” to find local artists who have the skillset needed to create a mural.  
 
Joan and the PIA would also like to provide the labor and supplies to repaint the bases of the black lamps in town.  
 
Angela Larson briefly reviewed the Greater Rockford Chamber of Commerce and how becoming a member could 
benefit the community.  
 
Trustee Wurtzel said she is waiting for masonry quotes.  
 
Chairman Gipe presented quotes she had received for an arch, installing the bricks, and repairing the clock at the 
corner. The total estimate was $28,600. There was discussion held about adding picnic tables and benches in the 
future.  



2 | P a g e  

 

 
5. Next Meeting Date Monday August 10, 2026-  

 
6. Adjournment- 

 
The discussion ended at 6:53 pm.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


